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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

COURSE OUTLINE ð Fall 2023 

HS 1217 (EC): LANGUAGE AND LITERACY - 2 (4-0-0) 30 hours for 8 weeks 

 

 Northwestern Polytechnic acknowledges that our campuses are located on Treaty 8 territory, the ancestral 

and present-day home to many diverse First Nations, Metis, and Inuit people. We are grateful to work, live 

and learn on the traditional territory of Duncan's First Nation, Horse Lake First Nation, and Sturgeon 

Lake Cree Nation, who are the original caretakers of this land. 

We acknowledge the history of this land, and we are thankful for the opportunity to walk together in 
friendship, where we will encourage and promote positive change for present and future generations.

INSTRUCTOR: Shawna Bate 

OFFICE: H230 

PHONE: (780) 539-2210 

EMAIL: sbate@nwpolytech.ca

OFFICE HOURS: By appointment/email

 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: This course explores children's expressive and receptive language 

development as well as their construction of knowledge about the reading and writing process. Students 

will examine ways in which preschool environments can support children in their attempts to understand 

and use the language system of their society. This course provides students with a solid foundation for 

facilitating preschool children's development in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 

 

 

PREREQUISITE(S)/COREQUISITE: None. 

 
REQUIRED TEXT/RESOURCE MATERIALS:  

1. Weitzman, Elaine and Greenberg, Janice. Learning Language and Loving It: A Guide to Promoting 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

ʾ Understand oral language acquisition 

theories. 

ʾ  Recognize milestones and stages in 

language acquisition processes.  

ʾ Assess a childõs language development. 

ʾ Feel capable of supporting and 

promoting communication strategies that 

best assist children in developing 

expressive and receptive language skills. 

ʾ  Facilitate and promote peer interactions.  

ʾ Understand the emergent writing process  

ʾ Feel capable of supporting and 

promoting childrenõs writing 

development.

TRANSFERABILITY:  

Please consult the Alberta Transfer Guide for more information. You may check to ensure the 

transferability of this course at the Alberta Transfer Guide main page 

http://www.transferalberta.alberta.ca. 

 

** Grade of D or D+ may not be acceptable for transfer to other post-secondary institutions. Students 

are cautioned that it is their responsibility to contact the receiving institutions to ensure 

transferability 

EVALUATIONS:  Your final grade for this course will be based on:  

ʾ Learning Activities ð 40% of the final grade.  

ʾ Assignments ð 60% of the final grade. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA: A minimum grade of C- is required to pass this course. Northwestern 

Polytechnic uses the ALPHA grading system as described in the table below: 

Alpha Grade 

http://www.transferalberta.alberta.ca/
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COURSE SCHEDULE/TENTATIVE TIMELINE:  September 5 - December 15, 2023 

Unit & Dates Learning Activities 
 Due Date 

Assignment  
Due Date 

Unit 1 

 

September 15 
 

September 22 

Unit 2 

 

October 13 October 20 

Unit 3 

 

November 10 November 17 

Unit 4 December 1 December 15 
 

 
*all work is due by 11:59 p.m. on the dates indicated above  

All coursework MUST be completed to pass this course; in other words, all learning activities and 

assignments must be submitted in full by the end date in order to pass this course unless an extension has 

been agreed upon by the student and instructor PRIOR to the course end date. 

/about/administration/policies/index.html
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Learning activities will be graded out of 10 marks. The grading will be based on the following criteria: 

❖ The depth of understanding you have demonstrated regarding the topic. 

❖ Your ability to provide support for your claims.  

❖ The academic quality of your work (spelling, grammar, sentence structure, presentation 
etc.). 

A complete rubric can


